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The Image of the Jordanian Woman in
Daily Jordanian Newspapers

Prepared by
Mais Bader

Adpvisor: Professor Dr.
Issam Al-Mousa

Abstract

This study aimed at analyzing the content of the Image of Jordanian woman in the
daily Jordanian newspapers, and the role of the gate-keeper and his/her agenda-setting in
portraying this image in the Jordanian newspapers, through answering the research
questions.

The study sample consisted of three daily newspapers, Al-Rai, Al-Dustour, and
Al-Ghad as representative of Jordanian daily newspapers. Forty—two issues of the three
daily newspapers for the year 2007 were analyzed. The unit of analysis was the
paragraph. Thirteen main categories (and forty—seven sub-categories) were made, for the
purpose of analyzing the image of Jordanian woman. Then Holsti’s test formula was
conducted yielding (89%) intercoder reliability.

For the purpose of analyzing the collected data, proper methods were conducted
(recurrences and percentages) and (Chi Square test) for comparing the results between the
three newspapers.

The study concluded that the image of Jordanian woman is a positive one. This
image showed Jordanian woman holding high paying jobs and careers, and contributing

well in her society. It concentrated on women living in the capital Amman, thus it was
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biased as it ignored less privileged classes of women in the countryside and Bedouin
women.

The study recommended a new media strategy, and set a clear agenda to improve
the Jordanian woman image in association with the newspapers and the various

organizations that deal with woman concerns.
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